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O B S E R V A T I O N 
U r b a n life is fas t b e c o m i n g dul l and u n i n t e r e s t i n g d u e t o t h e d e c r e a s i n g 
fac i l i t ies a n d d e g r a d i n g o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t , d e v o i d o f s p a c e s fo r s o c i o -
c u l t u r a l c u l t u r a l ac t iv i t i e s . T h e i n c r e a s i n g cos t o f l a n d a n d the n e e d to 
exp lo i t e c o n o m i c a l l y , h a s r e n t e d the u s a b l e s p a c e is on ly as " r e n t a b l e 
s p a c e " . W h a t is h o w e v e r n o t e d is tha t t h e r e a r e n u m e r a b l e ' U r b a n V o i d s ' 
in b e t w e e n b u i l d i n g s a n d at s t ree t c o r n e r s a n d so fo r th w h i c h a r e left o v e r 
s p a c e s . At p r e s e n t t h e y a re s imply u s ing for g a r b a g e d u m p i n g a n d a n t i ­
soc ia l ac t iv i t i e s . T h e p o t e n t i a l o f such ' U r b a n V o i d s ' to e n r i c h t he p u b l i c 
r e a l m . p u b l i c life e t c . h a v e n o t b e e n e x p l o i t e d su f f i c ien t ly . 
' U r b a n V o i d s ' c an be de f ined as fo l lows , 
"unutilized, under-utilized or abandoned land or areas and 
premises which exist in urban areas due to outdated or defunct 
uses' 
(Perera, 1994 : p. 130) 
U r b a n V o i d s can e v e n be c r e a t e d by iden t i fy ing d i l a p i d a t e d p r e m i s e s 
w h i c h h a s p o t e n t i a l to re d e v e l o p fo r n e w u r b a n f u n c t i o n . T h i s type o f 
' U r b a n V o i d ' m a y be c r e a t e d in u r b a n s p a c e as lost s p a c e s . T h e s e ' U r b a n 
V o i d s ' ex i s t i ng in u r b a n a r e a s a re p r o j e c t e d as p o s s i b l e o p p o r t u n i t y to 
c r e a t e u r b a n p u b l i c s p a c e s in th is s t u d y . 
T h e s e U r b a n V o i d s can be exp lo i t ed as u r b a n p u b l i c s p a c e s u c h as 
s u r r o u n d e d p u b l i c g a t h e r i n g p l ace wi th p o c k e t s o f ac t iv i ty . partly-
e n c l o s e d a r e a s at the e d g e s , w h i c h j u t f o r w a r d , in to o p e n s p a c e s b e t w e e n 
p a t h , e d g e o f w a t e r f ron t , o r cana l b a n k s , c o n t a i n ac t iv i t i es w h i c h m a k e it 
n a t u r a l fo r p e o p l e to p a u s e and get i n v o l v e d .It is a r g u e d tha t , t hese 
s p a c e s h a v e the abi l i ty to e n h a n c e and s t r e n g t h e n the p u b l i c r e a l m . 
I M P A C T : 
It is s e e n t ha t , t he se " U r b a n V o i d s ' , left o v e r s p a c e s o r u n d e r u t i l i zed 
s p a c e s h a v e a f f ec t ed the pub l i c r e a l m n e g a t i v e l y b y r e d u c i n g the 
q u a l i t a t i v e a t t r i b u t e s o f the u r b a n s p a c e a n d m a k i n g it a l e ss l ive ly s p a c e . 
T h i s in t u r n h a s r e su l t ed in e n v i r o n m e n t a l d e g r a d a t i o n a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
d i s c o m f o r t o f the c i t i z ens , t h u s e f f ec t i ng t he e n t i r e soc i e ty and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a n d p e r h a p s e v e n the b e h a v i o u r a l p a t t e r n s . 
B e c a u s e o f t h e u n p l a n n e d c i t ies , h a p h a z a r d d e v e l o p m e n t h a s e n c r o a c h e d 
t h e p u b l i c s p a c e . In a s e n s e , p o s i t i v e a s p e c t s o f p u b l i c ac t iv i ty in t r o p i c a l 
u r b a n s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e p u b l i c ac t iv i ty is v i e w e d as an a s se t r a t h e r t h a n as 
a b y - p r o d u c t o f ove r u r b a n i z a t i o n . " U r b a n s p a c e s " a r e c o u p l e d m o s t of 
t h e t i m e w i t h o p e n s p a c e s , w h e r e f auna a n d f lo ra is g r o w n as an 
e n h a n c e m e n t to the e n v i r o n m e n t a n d as a b r e a t h i n g s p a c e fo r the bui l t u p 
a r e a . U r b a n s p a c e s w h e t h e r t h e y a re h a r d l a n d s c a p e or sof t l a n d s c a p e 
h a v e t h e i r o w n m e r i t s a n d i nd iv idua l i t y . B u t , it is t h e i n a p p r o p r i a t e l and 
u s e w h i c h l e a d s to u n u s e d o r u n d e r - u t i l i s e d ' U r b a n V o i d s ' . 
T h o u g h s u c h v o i d s h a v e t he p o t e n t i a l if n o t e n h a n c e l e a d s d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
t h e qua l i t y o f ci ty w h i c h m e a n s t h e d i s t r a c t i o n o f t h e s p e c i a l qua l i t y a n d 
r e s u l t s in u n d e r ut i l i sed o r left o v e r s p a c e s w i th in t h e ci ty , as a p e r m a n e n t 
f e a t u r e . 
I N T E N T I O N O F S T U D Y 
T h e m a i n i n t e n t i o n o f t h i s s t u d y i s t o iden t i fy the f a c t o r s tha t c o n t r i b u t e 
to u n d e r u t i l i sa t ion o f s p a c e s o r ' u r b a n v o i d s 7 in the c i ty . It is a t t e m p t e d 
to T h e r e f o r e , i n t e n t i o n o f t h i s s t u d y i s t o h igh l igh t h o w u n d e r u t i l ized 
s p a c e s can b e a n d h a v e b e e n e x p l o i t e d a s p u b l i c s p a c e s , s o c i a l l y 
cu l tu ra l ly , ae s the t i ca l ly a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y e n r i c h i n g pub l i c l i f e . 
It is a l so i n t e n d e d to c o n v e y t h e v a l u e of u r b a n p o c k e t s in u r b a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t s to t h o s e w h o a r e e n g a g e d a n d in t e r e s t ed in th is field. 
S C O P E A N D L I M I T A T I O N S 
T h e s c o p e o f th i s d i s s e r t a t i o n is l imi t ed to the s t udy o f ' u r b a n vo ids* a n d 
u r b a n s p a c e s at m i c r o l eve l in C o l o m b o ci ty . T h e s t u d y is f u r t h e r l imi ted 
to t he C o l o m b o c i t y ' s c en t r a l b u s i n e s s d is t r ic t a n d its p e r i p h e r y . T h e 
u n d e r - u t i l i s e d l a n d p a r c e l s s t u d i e d h e r e a re n e i t h e r smal l a r e a s or the 
l a r g e r e x t e n t s o f los t s p a c e s . E x a m p l e s o f u r b a n v o i d s a r e d r a w n f r o m 
the C B D a r e a s w h e r e t h e y h a v e m o r e po t en t i a l as u r b a n p u b l i c s p a c e . 
M E T H O D O L O G Y 
T h i s s t u d y iden t i f i e s t h e u n d e r - u t i l i s e d s p a c e s as ' U r b a n V o i d s ' b a s e d on 
o b s e r v a t i o n s in r e l a t i o n p r e s e n t d a y u r b a n s i tua t ion , a n d the f a c t o r s c a u s e 
fo r u n d e r u t i l i z a t i o n o f l and . T h e n s e l ec t i ng a a p p r o p r i a t e t h e o r i e s on 
u r b a n d e s i g n a n d the o b s e r v e t h e ac t iv i ty pa t t e rn to r e - d e v e l o p as an 
u r b a n p u b l i c s p a c e . F ina l ly t he s t u d y e x p e c t s to p r o p o s e g u i d e l i n e s as to 
h o w t h e s e u n d e r - u t i l i s e d s p a c e s c a n be u s e d in a m e a n i n g f u l w a y to c r e a t e 
p u b l i c s p a c e . 
T h e f irst c h a p t e r i den t i f i e s the u r b a n s p a c e s in a ci ty as wel l as u r b a n 
s p a c e s in th i rd w o r l d c i t i es , d e f i n i n g u n d e r u t i l iza t ion o f u r b a n s p a c e s a n d 
c a u s e fo r u n d e r u t i l i z a t i on o f u r b a n s p a c e s . It a lso iden t i f ies the p o t e n t i a l 
o f u n d e r u t i l i zed s p a c e s . 
S e c o n d c h a p t e r is to s t u d y the r e l e v a n t t heo r i e s of u r b a n des ign in respect 
of out d o o r s p a c e s , a n d to s h o w that to c rea te a l iv ing ci ty where these 
spec i f i c t h e o r i e s s h o u l d be a p p l i e d . Al so to s h o w the s imi la r i t i e s in these 
t h e o r i e s a n d if s o m e f ac to r s w h i c h a re r e l evan t to the u r b a n design, are 
d i s t u r b e d , it w o u l d b r e a k the built e n v i r o n m e n t . Then highl ight (he 
i m p o r t a n c e o f " u r b a n space '" as " u r b a n p u b l i c s p a c e " a n d its v a l u e s a n d 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f d e v e l o p i n g ' U r b a n V o i d s ' a c c o r d i n g to t h e r e p o t e n t i a l 
as p u b l i c s p a c e s , w h i c h can a lso c o n t r i b u t e ex t ens ive ly to c i ty c h a r a c t e r . 
T h i r d c h a p t e r d i s c u s s e s the i m p o r t a n c e o f a t t r i b u t e s o f a s p a c e a n d h o w 
r e l e v a n t it is to u r b a n space as wel l as Soc ia l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of u r b a n 
s p a c e , wi th r e f e r e n c e to u r b a n pub l i c s p a c e . 
F o u r t h c h a p t e r iden t i f ies the u n d e r - u t i l i s e d ' u r b a n v o i d s ' f r o m the 
C o l o m b o C B D and its p e r i p h e r y . Se l ec t i on of t he se e x a m p l e s a re b a s e d 
o n the f a c t o r s w h i c h c a u s e u n d e r u t i l i z a t i o n , in local c o n t e x t . 
W i t h the s e l e c t e d e x a m p l e s an a t t e m p t is m a d e to s h o w t h e p o t e n t i a l o f 
s u c h s e l e c t e d e x a m p l e s a n d to d e v e l o p g u i d e l i n e s for t he u t i l i za t ion o f 
s u c h lost s p a c e s t h r o u g h the app l i ca t i on of t h e o r i e s r e f e r r e d t o . A n d 
h e n c e to m a k e a c o n t r i b u t i o n t o w a r d s m a k i n g C o l o m b o m o r e h u m a n e , 
a n d h a b i t a b l e ci ty with well de f ined and d e v e l o p e d u r b a n s p a c e s wi th 
r e l e v a n c e at compa t ib i l i t y to ac t iv i t ies spec ia l ly o f C B D a r e a s and its 
p e r i p h e r y . 
A ci ty b e i n g the u t m o s t g a t h e r i n g po in t o f m o s t o f m o d e r n day h u m a n 
ac t iv i ty . It is be l i eved that s u c h s p a c e s a n d the r e s u l t a n t c o h e s i v e n e s s 
c o u l d c o n t r i b u t e i m m e n s e l y t o w a r d s the d e v e l o p m e n t o f a s o c i e t y that is 
c o h e r e n t . 
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